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April 27, 2006

The Honorable Ralph Regula The Honorable David R. Obey
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human

Services, Education and Related Agencies Services, Education and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
2358 Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey:

We are writing to urge you to restore funding to the Even Start Family Literacy Programs at the
Fiscal 2005 level of $225 million.

For the past several years, the President has recommended eliminating the Even Start Family
Literacy program, using the results of its Program Assessment Rating Tool (PART)
questionnaire as a central justification. Earlier this month, the effectiveness of PART as a budget
tool was questioned by the Majority Staff Director of the House Government Reform
Subcommittee on Government Management, Finance and Accountability.

As reported by GovExec, the Majority Staff Director noted that Even Start

“...was originally established by Congress to boost adult reading levels, but its PART
evaluation is based largely on the number of participants who obtain general equivalency
degrees. As a result, the program received an ineffective rating in 2002 and OMB
recommended that its funding be zeroed out.” (GovExec, OMB program assessments
viewed as flawed budget tool, April 4, 2006)

Meanwhile, over half of the Even Start programs in the county—including 20 of the only 28
programs serving the Native American community—will face termination by July 1, 2006
because of the budget decisions based on the PART analysis.



The Even Start Family Literacy Program is a comprehensive family literacy program, which
serves both parents and young children who are most in need. The programs provide adult
education, parenting education, early childhood education, and interactive parent and child
literacy activities. More than 40 million adults have basic literacy skills or limited proficiency in
English that interferes with their ability to participate fully in work, family and community
activities. Current funding, which includes Even Start and other programs, reaches only 2.8
million of these adults each year, and thousands more are on waiting lists.

Given this new information, we believe it is imperative to revisit the Even Start funding request
and to restore funding for this effective and successful program—as demonstrated by several
independent analyses.

Thank you for your consideration of this emergency request.

Sincerely,
M/I' @5 € Ao
! -
George Miller Dale Kildee '
Senior Democratic Member Senior Democratic Member
Committee on Education and the Workforce Subcommittee on 21 Ce Competitiveness
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